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SPENKYMOOR  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  the  year  Ending 

51s t  March  194b. 

I  have  honour  to  submit  herewith  a  condensed  annual  report 
upon  Public  Health  Services  in  the  District,  for  the  year  1944-1945. 
This  report  is  necessarily  abbreviated,  I  therefore  confine  myself 
to  a  summary. 

1 .  Staff . 

The  Couric  ,Ms  Health  Department  now  consists  of  a  part-time 
Medical  Officer,  a  full-time  Sanitary  Inspector  and.  a  Junior  Clerk. 
With  depleted,  staff  only  matters  of  importance  can  be  dealt  with 
satisfactorily. 

$ •  Area. 

"The  District  of  7,494  acres  is  partly  Urban  and  partly  Rural 
in  character.  The  standard  of  housing  accomodation  has  continued  to 
deteriorate  owing  to  the  age  and  type  of  dwellings  in  the  area  also 
the  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials  for  carrying  out 
needed  repairs.  Assistance  has  been  given  to  landlords,  up»n  several 
occasions  in  obtaining  contractors  to  carry  out  house  repairs. 
Confirmation  of  Clearance  Orders,  has  not  yet  been  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  comprising  approximately  300  houses  subject  to 
an  enquiry  at  the  outbreak  of  war.  These  houses  are  still  occupied 
and  show  progressive  deterioration.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses 
in  the  District  is  approximately  5,158. 

3.  Population.  ^ 

The  TfegiLtrar  General's  figures  calculated  for  the  District 
give  the  resident  population  as  18,120,  this  figure  shows  a  slight 
increase  upon  the  previous  year.  .  — 

4.  Tuberculosis^ 

During  the  year  an  increase  of  17.3$  in  Pulmonary  cases  and  an 
increase  of  17°  in  Ron-Pulmonary  cases  has  been  recorded.  Casos 
remaining  upon  the  register  at  the  31st  March  1945  were  as  follows i- 
Pulmonary  Males  48  Non- Pulmonary  Males.  35 

41  Females.  56  44  44  Females.  37 
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4.  Scabies. 

The  Council  treatment  centre  has  been  continued  during  the  year 
two  sessions  each  week  have  been  held  and  320  cases  received  the  first 
treatment  and  454  cases  the  second  or  subsequent  treatments.  Owing 
to  the  continued  poor  'response  of  residents  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
facilities  my  Council  have  now  obtained  santion  to  make  scabies 
notifiable  within  the  District. 

The  Council  have  continued  disinfesting  the  furniture  of  all 
new  tenants  prior  to  removal  into  Council  property.  Liquid  and 
gaseous  insecticides  have  also  been  used  in  a  number  of  private  houses, 
upon  the  application  of  the  tenants. 

5.  Water. 

The  District  is  served  by  a  piped  supply  of  water  obtained 
from  upland  gathering  grounds  under  the  control  of  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board.  Certain  small  isolated  propertied  are  however  served  by 
surface  springs  and  wells. 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  has  continued  to  be  good, 
numerous  complaints  have  however  been* rece ived  of  sediment,  following 
the  scraping  of  mains  injbho  vicinity  ,  *'  .  .  Satisfactory 

f  limiting*  of:'  the  mins  was  immediately  undertaken  by  the  Board,  when 
ntctlficfl  vofl  these  complaints.  Regular  analysis  of  the  water  is  carried 
out  by  tho  Board. 

6.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The"  gr e'ate r  'proportion  of  the  sewage  of  the  area  is  treated  at 
the  Council's  modernised  plant  at  Tudhoe,  the  remainder  being  treated 
at  subsidiary  works  at  Byers  Green  and  Leas ingthorne • 

The  number  of  choked  drains  reported  during  the  year  has 
continued  to  be  high,  the  drains  when  opened  out,  have  been  found. in 
the  majority  of  cases,  to  be  in  a  defective  condition. 
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7.  Public  Cleansing,  being 

Uue  aXlowance  .  °made  for  temporary  inexperienced  staff 
and  shortage  of  vehicles,  this  work  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily 
The  work  is  rendered  more  difficult  by  the  large  number  of  dry  closets 
remaining,  at  the  present  time  there  are  1,480  water  closets,  3,745 
ash  closets  and  229  ashpit  privies  in  the  area*  Weekly  cleansing 
is  carried  out  and  the  refuse  disposal  of  by  means  of  crude’’  and. 
’’controlled”  tipping.  The  new  tip  at  Tudhoe  Colliery  is  expected 
to  last  for  many  years. 

8.  Ambulance  Service . 

The  inauguration  by  the  Council  of  an  Ambulance  Service  for 
tile  use  of  the  residents  of  the  area  has  received  unanimous  approbatioi 
The  Civil  Defence  vehicle  purchased  for  this  purpose  has  been  greatly 
improved,  and  the  new  Aud tin  Ambulance  is  expected,  to  be  delivered, 
in  November.  During  the  first  two  months  the  scheme  was  in  operation 
February  and  March  1945,  32  cases  were  transported  by  the  ambulance 
to  and  from  hospital,  there  is  every  indication  of  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  calls  for  the  ambulance  when  it  becomes  more  widely 
known. 

9.  Rodent  Control. 

With  the  shortage  of  staff  it  has  not  been  found  possible 
to  carry  out  systematic  extermination  of  vermin  in  the  area.  The 
contracts  made  with  the  County  Rodent  Officer  for  treating  the  tips 
has  proved  very  satisfactory.  No  complaints  have  been  received 
from  residents  of  property  adjoining  our  tips  and  upon  frequent 
inspection,  infestation  has  been  found  to  be  negligible. 

Visits  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  inspector  to  property 
infested  with  rats  and  occupants  advised  upon  the  necessary  remedial 
measures  to  be  taken,  a  survey  of  the  sewers  has  also  been  carried  out 
by  the  surveyor.  I  would  advise  theref orek that  this  work  be  extended, 
by  the  appointment  of  a  qualified  rat  catcher,  for  the  complete 
eradication  of  vermin  in  public  and  private  property  in  the  area. 

1 0 . Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

C onsidera’ble  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  obtain 
a  substantial  increase  in  the  percentage  of  children  immunised,  the 
response  however  has  been  most  unsatisfactory. 

Particulars  of  the  position  at  the  31st  December  1944  are 
given  below. 


(1)  •  Estimated  number  of  children 

residing  in  the  ar~a  ais  the  31st 
December  1944. 

(2) . Total  number  of  children 

immunised  at  the  31st  December 
1944. 

(3)  .  Percentage  of  child  population 

considered  to  be  immunised  at  the 
31st  December  1944. 

(4)  •  Number  of  children  immunised 

during  the  year  1944. 


under  5  years 
1,567 

964 

61.5# 

60 


Age  5-15  years 
3,338 

1,854 

55.5# 

54. 


Statistics  of  thc_  District^. 


Year_  end ing  31sjb  March  1945. 


Live  Births  i 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate. 

Legitimate 

174 

180 

354  ) 

21.08 

Illegitimate 

15 

15 

28  ) 

TS9 

T33 

) 
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This  Birth  rate  shows  a  21%  increase  upon  the  rate  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1937-1938,  with  a  154#  increase  in  the 
illegitimate  births. 


Still  Births ;  Male 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate •  8 

4 

12  ) 

Illegitimate .  1 

1 

2  ) 

V 

5 

) 

The  Birth  Rate  in 

England  and 

.  Wales 

Birth  Rate 


.77 


Live  births,  17.6  per  1000  population. 
Still  "  .50"  "  51 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  113  70  183 


Death  Rate. 
10.09. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

All  infants  per  1000  births. 


Male  Female  Total 
Legitimate  78  15  ) 
Illegitimate.  2  2  ) 

“S’  “5  ) 


Rate 

44.50 


The  Death  Rate  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rato  compare 
favourably  with  our  last  pre-war  figures  as  follows s- 

Death  Rate  Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

1938.  12.3  58.03 

1944.  10.09  44.50 


The  Death  Rate  for  England  and.  Wales  during  tho  year  was : - 
11.6  per  1000  population. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
same  period  w as:-  46  per  1000  Live  Births. 


Summary  of  infectious  Diseases  Deaths • 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough. . .1 


3 yhtheria . .  .  •  •  .1 

Tuberculosis  . . .10 

Influenza . . . . . . .  .1 

Acube  enceph. . . 1 

Cancer . 11 


S.VTinsley . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  -kail. 


Spennymoor • 


